
LEP REVIEW  

1. ISSUE 

1.1 Updating LEP Scrutiny Board’s on the LEP Review.    

2. RECOMMENDATIONS  

2.1 That the LEP Scrutiny Board note this report and raise any questions in 

relation to it.  

3. BACKGROUND 

Introduction 

3.1 Members are aware that a review of LEPs was undertaken in 2018, which 

resulted in the publication of “Strengthened Local Enterprise Partnerships” report, 

which outlined the expectation of LEPs going forward in relation to governance, 

strategy and delivery. This has formed the basis of the assessment of LEP 

performance, subsequently, with the LEP Scrutiny Board considering this at previous 

meetings.  

3.2 During the Budget, Government announced its intention to undertake a further 

review of LEPs. This LEP Review is focusing consideration on the following four 

broads themes:   

 Objectives and Functions 

 Geographies and Accountabilities 

 Representation and Interaction with Local Government 

 Implementation and Funding 

3.3 The Terms of Reference for the Review were signed off by Ministers in April 

2021 and since then meetings have taken place with officials on each of the themes, 

with the LEP input lead by a LEP Chair supported by a small number of Chief 

Executives, responsible for developing the policy proposition for each of the themes.  

3.4 The overall co-ordination of the LEP’s input has been led by The LEP Network 

to ensure a consistency of approach and the development of a coherent policy 

proposition. The LEP Network Board, consisting of supra-regional Chairs and Chief 

Executives have operated as the Steering Group for the work. The Cumbia LEP 

Chief Executive is a member of this Steering Group.   

3.5 Government officials have produced initial proposition papers for each of the  

themes, which LEPs have subsequently responded to, with the intention being to 

reach an agreed position, prior to submission to Ministers.  

3.6 The original intention was that the LEP Review would be concluded and 

announced prior to Recess. However, a letter from Minister Scully in July 2021 

confirmed that, as previously foreshadowed, the future role of Local Enterprise 

Partnerships would be considered as part of the wider consideration of the role of 

business leadership in driving levelling up, within the context of the White Paper and 



the Spending Review. This means that the outcome of the LEP Review is unlikely to 

emerge until the second half of October, at earliest.  

3.7 The functions paper was produced some months ago and this identified that 

LEPs would focus on Strategy and Intelligence; Sector Development; and the 

delivery of Business support activity. In anticipation of the outcome of the Review, 

CLEP has looked to structure its activities around these proposed functions.  

3.8 In the meantime, CLEP remains delivery focused, ensuring that all of its 

contracted activity is delivered to standard and time.  

3.9 LEP Scrutiny Board Members are invited to note this report and raise 

any questions, in relation to it.  


